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Course Description 

 

Ancient Greece and Rome offered competing visions of politics based on republics and the 

cosmopolitan idea of human beings as world-citizens. In light of classical political theory and the 

resurgence of nationalism in current politics, we will consider the following questions: Should politics 

be based on concern for the individual or the nation? Do we have stronger duties to our nations and 

fellow citizens than to the rest of the world? If so, can we ignore other countries and focus on our own 

problems? Should foreign policy further the goals of nation states or focus on global justice and 

development? Are nation-states necessary? Should we get rid of independent nations in favor of a 

single world government? Do we need a global government to protect the environment? Is economic 

globalization desirable or fair? Should we have open borders?  

 

The course will cover texts from classical authors including Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Epictetus, Seneca, 

Marcus Aurelius, and Augustine. We will also cover the reception of these authors in later Roman-

inspired thought, including Dante, Ockham, Grotius, Locke, Kant and Mill. The goal of these readings 

will be to help students think about the broader principles that constitute a conception of sovereignty, 

the nation, the state, global and national citizenship, etc. Having considered these topics at the level of 

theory, we will look at some contemporary work on the resurgence of nationalism in current politics. In 

particular, we will consider contrasting perspectives on topics such as immigration, international 

affairs, economic globalization, and the environment. The ultimate aim is to show how classical 

political theory can illuminate issues like these. 

 

 

 

Course Goals and Objects  

Overall goals/specific learning outcomes. 

 

• Students will gain a familiarity with the classical republican and cosmopolitan traditions of 

political thought. 

• Students will learn to address issues in contemporary national and global politics by thinking 

about broader principles from political theory, ethics, economics, etc. 

• Students will practice writing tightly argued, analytical response papers, as well as longer, 

research length papers on abstract subject matters. 

• Students will work closely with the professor on the mechanics of paper writing. In particular, 

they will gain or improve in skills related to paper structure, clarity, and writing style. 

• Students will be exposed to readings and lines of argument from multiple disciplines, including 

philosophy, history, political science, international relations, and economics. Students will 

become familiar with the particular assumptions and writing styles associated with these 

disciplines. 

 

 

 

 

 



Course Texts and Materials  

 

 

Tentative Reading List: 

 

Plato: Republic, Crito 

Aristotle: Politics 

 

Stoics: Selections from Diogenes, Epictetus, Seneca, Marcus Aurelius 

Cicero: De Officiis 

Augustine: Political Writings 

 

Dante: De Monarchia 

Ockham: Letter to the Friars Minor and Other Writings 

 

Grotius: De Jure Belli ac Pacis 

Hobbes: Leviathan 

Locke: Second Treatise 

 

Kant: Perpetual Peace 

Mill: Considerations on Representative Government 

 

Michael Sandel: “Dilemmas of Loyalty” 

 

Peter Singer: “The Drowning Child and the Expanding Circle” 

Martha Nussbaum: “Patriotism and Cosmopolitanism” 

Kwame Anthony Appiah: Cosmopolitanism, “Kindnesses to Strangers” 

 

Wendell Berry: The Art of the Commonplace: Agrarian Essays 

Alasdair MacIntyre: “Is Patriotism a Virtue?” 

Patrick Deneen: Why Liberalism Failed 

Adam Smith: The Wealth of Nations, Theory of Moral Sentiments 

Roger Scruton: “The Case for Nations” (WSJ) 

 

John Judis: The Nationalist Revival 

 

Yoram Hazony: The Virtue of Nationalism 

 

Francis Fukuyama: “The End of History?” 

Charles Krauthammer: “Democratic Realism: An American Foreign Policy for a Unipolar World” 

John Mearsheimer: Liberal Dreams and International Realities 

 

Tyler Cowen: Stubborn Attachments 

Dani Rodrik: The Globalization Paradox 

Ian Fletcher: Free Trade Doesn’t Work 

 

Chandran Kukathas: Interview: “The Case for (More) Open Borders” 

 

Michael Huemer: “Is There a Right to Immigrate?” 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-need-for-nations-1496421583
https://www.pri.org/stories/2016-09-22/argument-more-open-borders


Chandran Kukathas: “The Case for Open Immigration” 

 

Kit Wellman: “Immigration and Freedom of Association” 

George Borjas: We Wanted Workers 

 

Francis: Laudato Si 

Roger Scruton: How to Think Seriously About the Planet 

 

 

 

General Course Requirements  

 

Course grades will be based on writing assignments (80%) and class participation (20%).  

 

The writing part of the course will include two 10 page papers and one 14-15 page paper (both double 

spaced). Students also will meet with the professor to discuss outlines and drafts of papers. 

 

Class participation will be based primarily on class discussions and/or participation in office hours. 

Students will be expected regularly to participate in class and to offer their questions and comments on 

the readings and class topics. 

 

 

Assessment Information  

 

Papers will be assessed for (1) meeting basic requirements (word/page count, spelling/grammar, 

formatting), (2) clarity of writing, (3) structure/organization, (4) accurately representing the positions 

of the authors being discussed and (5) the quality of the student’s own original argumentation. 

 

Class participation will be based on the number of times students participate in class. Students who for 

various reasons might prefer to speak outside of class can also meet the participation requirements by 

coming to office hours or by meetings with the professor in-person or over Zoom. 


